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Cambridge Library Collection, United Kingdom, 2011. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 326 x 248 mm.
Language: German Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The Ssabians were a Middle Eastern
community (or possibly two separate communities) mentioned in the Qur an and early Islamic writings, and
categorised variously as people of the book or heathens . They are documented almost exclusively in Arabic
sources, and this rare 1856 book, published in German in St Petersburg, remains an invaluable reference work
about them, and includes substantial extracts from the early sources. The book aroused the interest of the
theosophists in the 1890s owing to its portrayal of a mysterious and secretive Syriac- or Aramaic-speaking
pagan sect, accomplished in astronomy and medicine, that functioned as an intellectual intermediary between
the Greek and Arabic worlds. Volume 1 discusses the Ssabians history and culture and their relations with Islam,
focusing especially on Ssabian cosmology and religion. Volume 2 contains a wide range of texts, with variant
readings, German translations and detailed notes.
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