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Rev. Matthew Kelly, D.D., author of these Essays, was born in Maudlin Street, Kilkenny, on 21st September, 1814.
He was eldest son of James Kelly, and Margaret Sanphy who died January 12th, 1824. His only surviving brother
is the Rev. John Kelly, the respected and beloved curate of St. Patrick s, Kilkenny, and his only sister a religious
in the holy order of the Presentation, Middleton Convent, Co. Cork. Love of God s service is no new virtue in the
family. Among his relatives who, in his own time, honoured the ministry by their zeal, may be mentioned his
uncle, the Right Rev. Patrick Kelly, Bishop of Waterford, and his grand-uncle, the Very Rev. Edward Nolan, Dean
and V.G. of Ossory, deceased, full of years and merits, May 29th, 1851. 2. To many it will appear a fact worthy of
record, that the house in which Matthew Kelly first drew breath was next to the humble cottage where the
immortal Dr. Burke (De Burgo), Bishop of Ossory, lived and died, and that his earliest instructor was the Rev. M.
S. Brennan, O.S.F, author of the Ecclesiastical History of Ireland. These circumstances may, indeed, have had
little to do in directing Dr. Kelly s thoughts to his favourite study; but those who knew him well could alone
appreciate their influence on a mind formed like his, for no man was more keenly alive to the effect of such
associations. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books.
Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books...
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