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Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: . of the old Benson well, and of the unpardoned soul that was doomed to
hant the arth till the Angil Gabriel should blow his horn. What is the secret of that overwhelming depression that
weighs upon one s being when in the presence of an old deserted house? It overpowers you. You may strive to
laugh it down, but the echo of that laugh is a weird reproof and mockery; you may strive to reason it away, but
it is not obedient to the intellect; it is not the slave of reason. Ye who were wont to laugh at the credulous fancy
of the village crone, come with me to that old house in the shadows of the twilight, and see how quickly are the
smiles of ridicule dispelled. I sought this ruin upon an autumn evening; I picked my way through its wilderness
of weeds, following the path of some prowling tenant that had worn a beaten track to door and cellar way. I
saw the yawning roof; I saw the yellow leaves of twenty years that had been whisked in at the gaping sashes,
and had been whirled by the blustering wind into great piles in the damp corners. I looked out upon the high-
grown weeds and mildewed lilacs that swayed against the window-sills. The drop of the squirrel s nut rattled on
the raHers overhead, and every sheltered corner was festooned with heavy cobwebs laden with the dust of
generations. I saw...
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