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Mittal Publications, New Delhi, 1998. N.A. Book Condition: New. Xiv+412pp Following the fractured mandate of
the 12th General Elections in India in March 1998 the BJP-led government replaced the 13-party coalition of the
United Front. But the first 100 days of the Government, which has been in the oEice on the basis of pre-poll and
post-poll alliances, have brought to focus tricky problems it has in the oEing. The challenges seem to be
tougher than those encountered by the United Front team as it struggled through its 18-month of existence.
What have been the major factors which have catapulted the nation to such a situation? This forms the subject
matter of this book. It studies the subject in all its ramifications in the backdrop of all the preceding general
elections which took place in India ever since it became Republic. The entire book is divided into six sections.
Section I brings to focus the situation leading to the dissolution of 11th Lok Sabha just within 18 months of the
last general elections. In separate chapters in this section the growth and effect of regional parties as well as the
role of Election Commission has been examined. 32 chapters in Section II provide a glimpse of the electoral
scene in all states and union 1territories. Section III surveys the programmes, activities, strategies and
performance of 7 national and 169 State parties participated in the 12th General Elections. Section IV explains
the background and circumstances leading to the politicisation of Women, Muslim and Dalit voters, the
situation leading to the projection of Nehru-Gandhi family, and the use of the innovative means of
campaigning. Section V deals with author?s assessment of the 1998 verdict, the functioning of democracy in
India and 100 days? experience of the new government. Section VI contains Appendices which...
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