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Number: (OCoLC)62879301 Subject: Earthquakes -- Pakistan. Excerpt: . . . 9 Girls attending 11th grade Physics
class in a makeshift school established by the U. S. military, in cooperation with local workers, on the site of a
completely collapsed school in Muzaffarabad Representatives from an established local NGO, the Kashmir In-
stitute of International Relations ( KIIR ), reported concerns imme-diately following the disaster that orphaned
children would be traf-ficked. However, following the Pakistan governments institution of a no adoption policy
and increased scrutiny by security forces of the transport of children at security check points, the dangers of
child trafficking appeared to be in check. DEMOCRACY There were mixed feelings about the Pakistan Armys role
in re-lief efforts, and widespread criticism that the Army had been slow to respond in the first 3 - 4 days, possibly
because they were coping with their own losses along the Line of Control ( LoC ). Despite its slow start, a number
of people expressed that the Pakistan Army was now doing a relatively good job with relief efforts and cooper-
ating effectively with international and local NGOs and civilian volunteers on the ground. The Pakistani civil
society mobilized effectively to help the earth-quake victims, a phenomenon that has energized and
emboldened many Pakistani civilians. There was a tremendous urge to help their countrymen and many
Pakistanis rushed to the affected areas to do whatever they could to help. One commentator noted that
Pakistani civilians now see what they are capable of achieving when they organize and work together. During
his speech at the Donors Conference, Gareth Thomas, UK Minister for International Development, pointed to the
need for broad political ownership of the recovery and reconstruction ef-VerDate 11-MAY-2000 14:...
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