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The several races of mankind are marked oE from each other by certain bodily and mental diEerences which,
there can be no doubt, have been largely determined by the diverse geographical conditions of the surface of
the globe. We may be disposed to put aside the first origin of these racial diEerences, as a problem which may
for ever remain insoluble. Yet we cannot refuse to admit that in the disposition of land and sea, in the form and
trend of coast-lines, in the grouping of mountains, valleys, and plains, in the disposition and flow of rivers, in
the arrangement of climates, and in the distribution of vegetation and of animals, a series of influences must be
recognized which have unquestionably played a large part in the successive stages of human development.
Though no record of the earliest of these stages has probably survived, some of the later steps in the progress
of advancement may not be beyond the reach of investigation. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important
historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving
the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in
the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the
vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally leJ to preserve the
state of such historical works.
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