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indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: . does not, of course, mean that absolute or approximate uniformity of
conducting fiscal operations is not a most desirable and necessary aim to be attained for the purpose of
comparative statistics. A chance error is not equal to no error at all; neither is it equivalent to a constant error.
These elements, though, are not the only ones tending to complicate the nature of our data and to influence the
variability of the itemized expenditures. In the original tables the expenditures for various municipal
undertakings, such as water works, gas works, electric light works, docks and wharves, markets, cemeteries,
etc., are included in the total expenditures for maintenance and operation.2 Now in reality these enterprises
generally are made self-supporting, or nearly so, by the revenues derived from the sale of the commodities
produced or the privileges granted; hence, to include the expenditures for these departments as constituent
portions of the expenditures for the maintenance and operation of the municipality is, in a sense, an
unscientific procedure. Inasmuch as 80 of the cities have been reported as having expenditures of this kind, and
inasmuch as, in general, the amounts concerned are small, when reduced to per cents, of the gross total, their
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